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INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH AND PRACTICE CONFERENCE 
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 550TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

KAZAKH KHANATE AT NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY

In this issue:

On September 11, 2015 an 
International research and practice 
conference for the celebration of the 
550th anniversary of the Kazakh 
Khanate “Mangilik El” was held at 
Nazarbayev University. The conference 
was attended by over 1500 people 
from more than 20 countries. Among 
them there are leading scientists and 
researchers from Bulgaria, Great 
Britain, Germany, Israel, India, Spain, 
Italy, Kyrgyzstan, China, Belarus, 
Tajikistan, Russia, the USA, Uzbekistan, 
Ukraine, France, Switzerland, the 
deputies of the Parliament of RK, heads 
of state bodies, state and public figures, 
the judges, scientists, representatives 
of political parties, NGOs, the business 
community, the Assembly of People of 
Kazakhstan, artists and cultural figures.

The Session #4 “Place of 
Independent Kazakhstan in the 
Modern world” was moderated by 
Shigeo Katsu, President of Nazarbayev 
University.

Speakers of the Session were: 
Kuandyk Bishimbayev, Board 
Chairman of the “Baiterek National 
Management Holding” JSC; Charles 
Sullivan, Professor of Nazarbayev 
University; Professor Gaziz Telebayev, 

Chief of Scientific Research Institute 
on Problems of the Cultural Heritage 
of Nomads; Yerzhan Ashikbayev, 
Vice- Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The Conference was organized by 
the Ministry of Education and Science 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
Ministry of Culture and Sports of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan.

K. Bishimbayev, Ch. Sullivan, G. Telebayev, Y.Ashikbayev, S. Katsu
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On July 20 – 31, 2015 Nazarbayev University hosted an 
International workshop on public health for the African 
professionals. Scientists from the Center for Life Sciences, 
PI “National Laboratory Astana”, Nazarbayev University, 
gave lectures on the epidemiology, biomedical and public 
health to 24 specialists from eight African countries.

Zhaxybay Zhumadilov, Director of the Center for Life 
Sciences, PI “National Laboratory Astana”, said: “It’s 
the first time when we conducted a training seminar for 
foreign representatives. Scientists from the Center for 

Life Sciences as lecturers shared their knowledge and 
experience in the field of epidemiology, biomedical and 
public health, in accordance with modern requirements 
of global health”.

The opening ceremony of the seminar was attended 
by representatives of the MFA, the UN Development 
Program in Kazakhstan, students of Botswana, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Kenya,

Malawi, Swaziland, Tanzania and Zimbabwe.
By the end of the workshop participants would be able 

to apply their knowledge and skills in their respective 
countries. In particular, they were taught how to conduct 
research in the field of epidemiology and biomedicine. The 
event was held in collaboration with the UN Development 
Program in Kazakhstan within the framework of the project 

“Support to Kazakhstan to deliver development assistance 
to countries in Africa, Oceania and the Carribean through 
capacity building trainings to young professionals”.

The aim of the seminar was to acquire systematic 
theoretical knowledge and practical skills in the field of 
epidemiology, biomedical and public health. The seminar 
included lectures and workshops presented by leading 
professors and doctors of a private institution «National 
Laboratory Astana», Nazarbayev University. 

Workshop participants

International workshop on public health

Zhaxybay Zhumadilov
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During the ten-day workshop the participants were 
given the detailed lectures and practical sessions on 
various interesting topics such as “Conventional indicators 
and statistical values in epidemiology”, “Descriptive 
biostatistics. Data types, their independence and 
distribution”, “Data analysis and statistical inference: 
parametric and non-parametric methods of analysis”, 

“Carrying out experimental research, planning and 

execution”, “Bioethics. Ethical issues of scientific and 
clinical studies”, “Personalized Medicine and Public Health. 
Genetic markers of different diseases”, “WHO guides and 
policies for public health” “Data analysis considerations: 
correlation and regression analysis” and etc.

One of the planned event of the workshop was the 
visit of the African guests to CLS laboratories. They were 
amazed by the facilities presented and the works done.

Workshop participants

International workshop on public health
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On August 28 to September 11, 2015 the Center for 
Life Sciences (CLS), PI “National Laboratory Astana” 
organized workshop on research methods, design and 
management of scientific researches.

29 employees of JSC “National Medical Holding”: 
National Research Center for Maternal and Child 
Health, National Center for Neurosurgery, National 
Research Cardiac Surgery Center, Republican Children’s 
Rehabilitation Center,

Republican Diagnostic Center, National Scientific Center 
for Oncology and Transplantation took part in the work 
of the seminar.

As a part of an integrated academic health system of 
Nazarbayev University, which also includes the clinics 
of the JSC “National Medical Holding” and Nazarbayev 
University School of Medicine, the Center for Life Sciences 
organized two workshops held in May and December 2014 
which  were highly appreciated by the participants, namely 
clinicians and specialists of the JSC “National Medical 
Holding”, and in 2015 the Center for Life Sciences, PI 
“National Laboratory Astana” was strongly requested by 
the officials of JSC “National Medical Holding” to provide 
the workshop on a similar topic for the third time.

The scientists of the Center for Life Sciences shared 
their knowledge and experience in the field of scientific 
and clinical researches, gave practical recommendations 
on projects and publications writing. The aim of the 
workshop was to increase the level of knowledge in the 
field of writing, design, appliance and management of 
research projects with the focus on the development 
of the methodology and the structure of researches, as 
well as the integration of biomedical research into the 
clinical medicine.

It should be noted that the researchers of the Center for 
Life Sciences impart their knowledge and experience in the 
field of public health, biomedicine, epidemiology, global 
health and personalized medicine to the representatives 

Workshop on research methods, design and management of scientific research

Prof. R. Issayeva and workshop participants

Dr. A.Kushugulova and workshop participants

of higher education institutions, research centers and 
institutions of public health within workshops and 
trainings not just for citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
but also for the foreign citizens.

Workshop participants
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Workshop on research methods, 
  design and management of scientific research

The program of a ten-day workshop included a series 
of lectures on the methods, design and management of 
researches, individual tests, group work with the tutors, 
preparation and presentation of the research projects.

Each lecture was followed by practical lessons and hot 
discussions between groups of participants. By the end of 
the workshop the participants presented their projects by 
applying received knowledge. Within the framework of the 
workshop clinicians and specialists of the JSC “National 
Medical Holding” visited NU Library and laboratories of 
the Center for Life Sciences .

Anar Dautova, an Expert-manager of PI “NULITS” gave 
a tour on the University Library and its facilities as well as 
full information about book databases, e-library with an 
access to the plenty of world scientific journals. Moreover, 
a wide range of NU Library facilities could be used by the 
clinicians and specialists of all clinics of the JSC “National 
Medical Holding”.

The next place of visit was the Center for Life Sciences. 
Dr. K. Berikkhanova, the Scientific Secretary briefed on 
the work and achievements of the Center. Dr. T. Saliev, 
the Head of the Laboratory of translational medicine and 

life science technologies, spoke about the results of his 
team. The Leading Reseacher Dr. B. Yermekbayeva and 
the Researcher A. Kabdullina presented Laboratory of 
experimental and clinical pharmacology and described 
their work in the field of pharmacology. The Head of the 
Laboratory of genomic and personalized medicine Dr. 
A. Akilzhanova gave a short summary of the genomic 
researches performed at the Center for Life Sciences and 
focused on their impact to the development of personalized 
medicine in Kazakhstan.

At NU Library

Dr. Kulzhan Berikkhanova and participants

Anel Kabdullina and Dr. Bakytgul Yermekbayeva

Dr. Timur Saliev and participants

Dr. Ainur Akilzhanova and participants
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On September 18, 2015 at PI 
“National Laboratory Astana”, 
Nazarbayev University, scholarships 
and grants were awarded to the 
students-winners of the competition 
of the educational project “Academic 
Program SANTO”.

The joint collaboration between PI 
“National Laboratory Astana” and 
the company “SANTO” (member of 
Polpharma group) started in 2013 
after the signing the Memorandum 
of Understanding with the 
pharmaceutical company Polpharma.

The first contest among young 
scientists, organized by PI “National 
Laboratory Astana” and the “SANTO” 

company was held within the 
framework of the Third International 
Conference “Regenerative Medicine 
and Healthy Aging” in 2014. In 
2015 the competition was held for 
the second time and the mandatory 
evaluation criteria were research 
and scientific, innovation, practical 
relevance and feasibility of the 
project results in Kazakhstan, which 
undoubtedly demonstrate a high level 
of applicants’ qualifications and will 
contribute to the development and 
support the future leaders of science 
and practice.

The ceremony of grants awarding 
was held in the Senate Hall of 

Nazarbayev University with the 
participation of University leaders - 
Mr. Philippe Frossard, Vice Provost 
for Research; Professor Zhaxybay 
Zhumadilov, Director General of 
the PI “National Laboratory Astana”, 
Nazarbayev University; and Professor 
Talgat Nurgozhin, Director of 
Institute/Laboratory of Experimental 
and Clinical Pharmacology and 
Pharmacy, Center for Life Sciences, 
PI “National Laboratory Astana”, 
Nazarbayev University; the incoming 
CEO of SANTO Mr. Izhi Urbanets and 
Mr. Andrzej Bober; Secretary of the 
Embassy of the Republic of Poland 
in Kazakhstan.

Scholarships and grants were awarded to the students-winners

Winners of the competition

Bauyrzhan Umbayev and Mr. Philippe Frossard Alma Akhmetova and Mr. Izhi Urbanets, SANTO Company
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21 scientific research works of 
students and young scientists were 
accepted this year for the competition 
in the field of pharmacy.

Among the winners of competition 
were the scientists of the Center for 
Life Sciences, PI “National Laboratory 
Astana”,  Nazarbayev University.

Leading researcher Bauyrzhan 
Umbayev and junior researcher Alma 
Akhmetova became the winners of the 
first-class scholarships. Researchers 
Anel Kabdullina and Ainur Akhmetova 
got the second-class scholarships. 

Junior researchers Aliya Kassenova 
and Dinara Baiskhanova with 
assistant researcher Carina Bektur 
became the winners of the third-class 
scholarships.

In addition to the three individual 
scholarships were given to the 
graduates of Nazarbayev Intellectual 
School in Shymkent, namely Ademi 
Zhakyp, Gulmira Orazgeldy and 
Aruzhan Dzhambulatova, who are 
currently students of Nazarbayev 
University. The scholarship program 
for pupils was introduced in April 

2015 during the First Competition 
of Scientific Papers announced among 
the Nazarbayev Intellectual Schools 
in Shymkent.

As it was mentioned previously 
within the signed Memorandum of 
Understanding the CLS scientists 
have an opportunity not only to visit 
R&D laboratories and manufacturing 
facilities of Polpharma Group, but 
also to develop research network 
and to establish collaboration with 
the research groups in the field of 
pharmacy and pharmacology.

Scholarships and grants were awarded to the students-winners

A. Kassenova, C. Bektur, Dr. T. Nurgozhin, A. Kabdullina, D. Baiskhanova
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Center for Life Sciences 
(CLS) is one of the 
research centers of 
Nazarbayev University. 
The CLS strives to 
transform medicine and 
healthcare in Kazakhstan 
through the innovative 
scientific research, 
rapid translation of 
breakthrough discoveries, 
educating future clinical 
and scientific leaders, 
advocating and practicing 
evidence-based medicine, 
and pursuing research 
in personalized and 
predictive medicine 
to improve health and 
quality of life.

Nazarbayev University 
53 Kabanbay batyr Ave.,
010000, Astana
Phone: + 7 (7172) 70 64 94
E-mail: cls@nu.edu.kz

We are on the 
Web & Social Media

www.cls.nu.edu.kz
www.twitter.com/NULifeSciences

www.facebook.com/NU.CLS
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IV International Scientfic Conference  
“Regenerative Medicine and Healthy Aging”

In 2015 after Kazakhstan had been 
officially recognized as a member 
of the International Consortium of 
Human microbiome Prof. Zhaxybay 
Zhumadilov, Director General of PI 
“National Laboratory Astana”, Nazarbayev 
University, and Dr. Almagul Kushugulova, 
MD, D.M.Sci., Chief research scientist, 
Head of Laboratory of Human microbiome 
and longevity, Center for Life Sciences, PI 
“National Laboratory Astana”, Nazarbayev 
University were appointed as members 
of the Board of International Human 
Microbiome Consortium.

Membership in the Board of International 
Human Microbiome Consortium brings 
exclusive benefits not only to Kazakhstan 
itself but also to the local scientists in 
the field of microbiome research. Along 
with coordination of research projects the 
activities of the Board include international 
events coordination such as conferences, 
workshops and trainings. However, 
members of the Board of International 
Human Microbiome Consortium are all 
world-renown researchers from different 
countries and it gives an opportunity for 
joint research collaboration, thus leading 
to the cooperation on sharing experience.

Center for Life Sciences, PI “National Laboratory Astana”, Nazarbayev University 
is pleased to announce the launch of the IV International Scientific Conference 
“Regenerative Medicine and Healthy Aging” that will take place on May 11-12, 2016 
at Nazarbayev University, Astana, Kazakhstan.

The underlying purpose of this conference is to facilitate, foster and exchange 
ideas, establish a platform for a global dialogue in the field of biomedical research.


